
652

age (33), did not lead to the conclusion that
the formation was malignant, and although
she had a small moveable tumour in one of
the mamm&aelig;, this was thought to be of no
importance. The ovarian tumour had only
commenced about eleven months since.
We reserve the debate on this case, in its

present imperfect form, as it will shortly be
brought before the society in full detail, and
it will then appear in the pages of THE
LANCET.
A case was related of uterine disease, in

which, however, no vaginal examination had
been made. Of course, in the absence of this
very necessary aid in the diagnosis, the spe-
culations as to its real nature were very
vague and unsatisfactory.

Dr. THEOPHILUS THOMPSON stated that he
had found the most effectual mode of reliev-
ing the inconvenience and pain arising from
chilblains, to consist of drawing a stick of
nitrate of silver over their surface,previously
moistened with a little water. It would
appear that the caustic acted on the sentient
extremities of the nerves, and produced
relief.

WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY.

Saturday, February 3, 1844.

Mr. FISHER, President.

SWALLOWING A BLISTER.

Dr. W. MERRIMAN detailed the case of a
child, lately under his care, who, in conse-
quence of having been allowed to eat various
iudigestite articles, such as split-peas, &c.,
became affected with severe diarrhoea, at-
tended with considerable fever and brain
affection. To relieve this condition it was
found necessary to give considerable quan-
tities of calomel. The symptoms gave way,
but those of hydrocephalus began to manifest
themselves. With the view of combatting
these, more calomel was administered, and a
blister, about the size of the palm of the
hand, spread on the common adhesive plas-
ter, was placed on the nape of the neck.
The blister drew well, but, to the consterna-
tion of the parents of the child, it could no-
where be found the next morning, and as i
they asserted that they had heard the child
making a noise with its mouth during the
night, as if masticating some sticky sub-

stance, and as the mouth and throat were
blistered throughout their entire extent, as
far as could be seen, and there was a thin
mucous discharge from them, it was con-
cluded that the child had actually swallowed
the blister. The state of partial coma under
which the little patient laboured served to
mask the real effects, if any, of the drug, for
certainly there was no strangury, no sick-

ness, and only some tenderness by exerting
pressure over the region of the stomach. A

mixture, containing olive oil and manna, was

exhibited, and the patient died in about
forty-eight hours after swallowing the plas-
ter. It was not, however, thought that the
blister had shortened life, as the illness had
lasted altogether eleven days. Unfortunately,
permission could be obtained to examine the
head only, and the condition of the stomach
and intestines, and the certainty of the entire
blister being swallowed, remains question-
able. Nevertheless, taking all the circum-
stances into consideration, the medical at-
tendants had no doubt whatever that the
blister had been really taken into the stomach.
and they considered the case remarkable,
from all the usual symptoms of poisoning by
cantharides being absent.
Mr. SNOw related the case of an old

woman, who scraped down about a drachm of
dry blistering-plaster with her chocolate, in
mistake, and swallowed the whole when
boiled down. Symptoms of most violent
strangury, accompanied by severe pain and
bloocly urine, came on, but these were re,
moved in a day or two by the employment
of demulcents. Blistering plaster did not
lose its power after application to the skin,
as one blister was made by some practition-
ers to serve several patients.
With respect to the quantity of cantharides

which could be taken internally without pro-
ducing poisonous effects, Dr. CHOWNE re-

lated a case, in which he had gradually in-
creased the dose of the tincture of lytta, until
he gave six drachms of it in the course of a
day. The case was one of leucorrhoea, in
which disease he had found great advantage
from the employment of this medicine.
The PRESIDENT drew attention to the mis-

chiefs occasionally resulting from the long-
continued application of blisters to young
children, and inquired of members what was
the average time they kept them on?

Dr. CHOWNE never employed them if he
could possibly avoid it. DIr. SNOW allowed
them to remain on three or four hours, and
applied a poultice to the part. Mr. MARSON
removed them at the end of three hours,
whether vesication had occurred or not.
Mr. CLARKE never allowed them to remain
on children, under four years of age, for
more than two hours; and Mr. TOTHILL,
lately resident surgeon of the Metropolitan
Hospital for Children, never saw any bad
results follow their application, for spaces
varying according to age, from three, four, to
five hours.

ANOMALOUS CASE.

Mr. BARNARD HOLT stated the following
case :-A young gentleman, about twenty-
two years of age, was four months since at-
tacked with gonorrhoea, which went through
the usual stages, and lasted the usual
period. Inflammation of the testicle super.
vened on the cessation of the discharge, but
was subdued by leechtng, the use of tartar-

emetic, and the common remedies, the dis-
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charge, in the form of gleet, coming on as
the inflammation subsided. He was then

well, with the exception of a gleet. Three

days afterwards he felt chilly when out, and
on returning home in the evening was seized
with a shivering fit, of which he took little

notice, and went out as usual the following
day. The shivering returned at the same
hour, and was followed by great heat, and
afterwards by profuse sweating. This at-

tack, of what appeared to be decided ague,
occurred every day at the same hour. The
medical attendant of the family was con-
sulted at the end of three or four days. He
considered the case to be one of ague, and
treated it with quinine and arsenic without
effect. In three days more unequivocal
symptoms of inflammation of the left lung
came on, for which he was bled and blis-
tered, with complete relief to the pneumonia,
but leaving the aguish symptoms, which had
continued during the inflammatory attack
as severe as before. A physician of emi-
nence was consulted,&mdash;he took the same
view of the case as the practitioner in at-

tendance, and advised perseverance in the
same remedies, together and separate, and
in augmented doses. The disease, however,
showed no signs of giving way, but, on the
contrary, the attack came on twice in the

twenty-four hours, viz , at twelve, p.m., aud
twelve, a.m. The shivering fit was preceded
by yawning and a sensation of coldness
down the back the cold stage lasted two
hours, the hot stage one hour and a half ;
and the subsequent sweating was so profuse
as to penetrate through the feather-bed to

the mattrass; and on one occasion as much
as a pint and a half of perspirable fluid was
collected from the night-shirt, &c. Sleep
followed the sweating stage. The after-
history of the case was of a melancholy
character in regard to the complaint. Other
opinions were sought and obtained, and
every kind of remedy that art could suggest
was employed. It was still considered to
be ague, but emetics, change of air, opium
and morphia, preparations of zinc and iron,
and immense doses of quinine, among other
remedies, failed in affording even transient
relief. Careful examinations had been made
of the urinary organs and the chest, but

nothing but consolidation of the upper part
of the right lung could be detected. There
was a distressing cough during the hot stage
but no pain on expectoration. Five days
since slight expectoration came on, not of a
purulent character, but at first frothy, and
then somewhat muco-purulent, tenacious,
and slightly streaked with blood, as if the
sputa were brought up with difliculty. This
expectoration lasted for three days, and

curiously enough, during that period, no at-
tack of ague or of fever occurred. The ex-
pectoration ceased at the end of two days,
and then the aguish attacks recurred as
frequent and as severe as ever, and thus, at

the termination of nearly four ’Months, there
was no alleviation whatever of these formid-
able attacks. Looking at all these circum-
stances, and taking into consideration the
fact that ague was commonly amenable to
treatment within a short period of time ; that
this patient had never been in a marshy dis-
trict, but had lived for eleven years past in
the Regent’s-park, the narrator of the case
was inclined to the opinion that the periodic
attacks were the result of formation of mat-
ter, probably in the substance of the lung, the
evidence of which, as was well known, was
occasionally so obscure as not to be dis-
coverable during life. Looking, also, at the
beneficial effect which followed the expecto-
ratton, he should be inclined to make an
artificial drain, such as a seton, upon the
chest.
A debate of some length followed, which

our want of space will not allow us to give
in detail. It may be summed up as follows.
In support of the opinion entertained by
those in attendance on the case it was con-
tended that ague was not always amenable
to treatment, and that instances of its having
proved fatal, without complication with or-
ganic disease, had been known to occur in
the marshy districts.

Dr. CHOWNE had seen such cases in Lin-
colnshire. Marsh miasma was not essential
as a cause in the production of ague, as
had been proved by the experience of many:
Cases in point were cited by the PRESIDENT
and Mr. MARSON. Had the shiverings been
the result of the formation of matter they
would not have been of a periodic character,
such periodicity being contrary to all expe-
rience in such a case. In the case under
discussion it was also known to Mr. CHANCE
that the patient’s place of business was on
the banks of the Thames, that he was a

boater, frequently got wet through, was

much exposed to the weather, and very pro-
bably to the iiifluence of marsh miasm.

BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

Jan. 30, 1844.

Dr. WEBSTER, President, in the chair.
TfIE NEW CHARTER&mdash;THE POOR-LAIV COMMIS-

SIONERS AND MEDICAL OFFICERS OF UNIONS.

THE minutes of the last meeting were read
and confirmed.

. William Gradwell, Esq., Kirkham, near
Preston, Lancashire, was unanimously
elected a member of the association.

This being the first meeting of the council
since the promulgation of the Charter of the
Royal College of Surgeons of England, a
discussion took place on its clauses and its

provisions, and the following resolution was

unanimously adopted, on the motion of
HENRY SMITH, Esq., seconded by EDWARD
EVANS, Esq.,-" That the council view with
regret and alarm the granting of a new char-


